
Trim The Tree
We know there are some ornaments you wouldn’t dare 
get rid of. But you don’t have to keep it all. Throw away 
old candy canes and other perishable or food-based tree 
ornaments – keeping them in storage may attract pests. 
Throw away any decorative tins or containers you don’t 
intend to re-use 

‘Tis Better To Give
There’s no shortage of opportunities this month to donate 
to charity and help those less fortunate, no matter your 
financial situation. Shovel your neighbor’s sidewalk, 
scrape ice off a coworker’s windshield, or open the door 
for a stranger. 

Holiday Hiding Spots
At the beginning of the month, make sure you clean 
out your closet and other gift-hiding spots so you’re not 
rushing to do so when you get home from the store. Write 
notes on your shopping list to help you remember where 
you stored each gift, with a matching list a list of your 
hiding places in your day planner.

And To All A Good Night
With plenty of things to keep you up at night during the 
winter, it’s easy to skimp on sleep. So with all the parties, 
TV specials, shopping, holiday goodies, and indigestion, 
don’t forget to plan for a good night’s rest. You’ll enjoy 
the festivities more if you’re well rested.

Bah! Humbug
Tax filing is still a few months away, but a little prep now 
will pay off. If nothing else, you should at least label a 
file folder and have it ready for the W-2s and other 
end-of-year tax documents you’ll be getting in the coming 
weeks. If you put them there as soon as you get them, you 
won’t be searching for them come April.
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Plan For Leftovers
The week after Thanksgiving is primarily associated with 
holiday sales and eating leftover turkey at every meal. 
As you prepare for the festive feast, pick up the 
ingredients you’ll need to enjoy the leftovers you’re 
bound to have. You probably don’t need to pick up 
lunchmeat that week either.

Option 2: make sure you have disposable food containers 
available to send leftovers home with your guests.

Look Through Your Holiday Lights
Make sure you have lights that will work for the holiday 
season now before you decide to decorate your house 
or tree. Chances are good you have a few strands that 
don’t light all the way or only light when they get 
wiggled just so. You’d hate to spend the season wiggling 
a plug just to keep your tree glowing. Decide which lights 
will work for the season and which ones should be set 
aside for spare bulbs.

Grease The “Squeaky Wheel”
Admit it, there are scores of little things around the house 
that you keep reminding yourself to do, but you haven’t 
yet made time to follow through. Maybe it’s a squeaky 
hinge that needs attention, an out-of-reach light bulb to 
change, or a growing stack of papers in the kitchen. Make 
a list and see how many you can tackle this month.

Write A Thank You Card
Thanksgiving is the perfect occasion to show an attitude 
of gratitude, but too often our words of appreciation 
are muffled amidst a hearty meal or football game. Take 
the time this month to write (yes, hand-write) a sincere 
thank-you note. Perhaps to an old teacher, neighbor, or 
coworker you don’t see anymore.
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Write Your Own To-Dos

Try The Pumpkin
There are hundreds of pumpkin recipes online. Find a few 
you’d like to try – pumpkin pies and roasted pumpkin 
seeds are good standbys, but why not try a new recipe 
like pumpkin soup, pumpkin cake, pumpkin doughnuts or 
even pumpkin waffles?

Plan For The Holidays
If you haven’t already, it’s time to decide where you’ll be 
spending the upcoming winter holidays. Once you’ve set-
tled on where you’ll be, open your planner and plan out 
transportation, lodging, getting time off work, and early 
shopping to stay ahead of the season.

Get Behind In Cleaning
The kitchen has all sorts of out-of-the-way crannies where 
grime and dust accumulate – behind the fridge, under the 
oven, the tops of your cabinets. Cleaning the refrigerator 
coils will also help the fridge work more efficiently, and a 
thorough de-greasing will freshen up your kitchen.  

Reorganize The Garage
How you use your garage changes with each season. As 
fall deepens, it’s time to put away the yard tools and 
make sure you can get to your snow shovel. Consider 
what you’ll be using the garage for in the near future, 
and reorganize accordingly. While you’re at it, make sure 
your ice scraper and gloves are in the car and ready to go.

Clean Your Rain Gutters
With leaves falling off the trees, it’s time to make sure 
your drains are in good working order. Remove leaves 
with a small shovel and rinse debris with a hose (this also 
lets you keep an eye out for leaks). Pay special attention 
to the downspouts – with wet and cold weather, you 
won’t want a blocked spout filling your gutters with 
water or ice. 
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Try a New Hobby
The kids are back in school and learning new things. Maybe 
it’s time you tried your hand at something new. Whether it’s 
crafty (crocheting, scrapbooking, quilting), culinary (making 
bread, canning fruit, decorating cupcakes), or active (biking, 
swimming, dancing), don’t worry if you’re not good at first. 
Just learning is enjoyable. 

Fertilize for Fall
It might seem counterintuitive to fertilize your lawn with 
the winter dearth just around the corner, but experts 
suggest that the September feed is the most important 
of the year. Fall fertilizing provides a crucial (albeit short) 
growth boost that will nourish and preserve a healthy lawn 
throughout its winter hibernation. 

Plan a Date with the Kids
If you haven’t spent quality time with your kids, now is the 
perfect time to do it. With school starting, you can get a 
real sense of their excitement or concerns. They’ll love to 
learn that you also felt that way when you were their age.  

Organize the Medicine Cabinet/Vanity
As is often the case with any organizing project, the first 
step to an organized bathroom vanity is to de-clutter. Get 
rid of old makeup, lotions, and hair accessories you don’t 
use anymore. After you’ve taken everything out of the 
medicine cabinet, replace what belongs there, starting with 
the items you use most frequently. 

Test Water Shutoff Valves
A broken faucet can quickly go from a problem to a disaster 
if you can’t stop the water quickly. Hopefully you haven’t 
needed to shut off the water to your toilets and faucets 
recently, which is all the more reason why you should test 
the shutoffs now – especially before the freezing temps of 
winter set in. Give the valves a few good turns and make 
sure they’re not rusting stiff. 
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